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2006 Taiwan Film Festival Celebrates contemporary Taiwanese Film-making
San Francisco, CA – The 2006 Taiwan Film Festival, to be held at UC Berkeley, Stanford, Brigham Young, and the University of Washington in September-October 2006, will showcase feature and documentary films that reflect the quality, range, and vitality of contemporary Taiwanese film-making.

Taiwanese film has moved far beyond the formulaic melodramas, teen romance, and kung-fu films of the 1950s and 1960s as well as the breakthrough "New Wave" of the 1980s. New Wave masters like Hou Hsiao-hsien and Edward Yang made Taiwanese cinema world-famous, with their realist, non-narrative films focused on exploring Taiwanese history and telling the stories of ordinary people. 

Since the New Wave, Taiwanese cinema has evolved in many directions: refreshing new takes on Taiwan's buried past (Viva Tonal - The Dance Age, The Strait Story) and Taiwan's conflicted relationship with the Mainland (Secret Love for the Peach Blossom Spring, How High is the Mountain), a new focus on women, gender issues, and sexuality (Murmur of Youth, Tigerwomen Grow Wings), and exuberant celebrations of youth and popular culture (Love Go Go, Ocean Fever). More than ever, Taiwanese filmmaking today shows a wide range of styles, subject matter, and mood. 

Something altogether new is the explosion of high-quality documentary films. Fueled by ongoing debates over Taiwanese identity as well as the spread of inexpensive digital cameras and editing software, documentary films in Taiwan have soared in number and in popularity. They have also been winning critical acclaim both at home and abroad.

Nonetheless – and far more so than feature films – even the best of these documentaries are rarely screened and little known in the U.S. This festival aims to fill this gap, presenting the best in recent documentary films paired with feature films that explore similar themes in depicting a specific time period or to offer parallel windows onto a specific aspect of Taiwan society, history, politics, or culture. The series will also feature the latest work by the renowned German filmmaker Monica Treut, an engaging portrait of three women in modern Taiwan (including filmmaker DJ Chen).

Each campus has also arranged lectures and panel discussions to further explore the subject matter portrayed in the films. Invited directors to appear at the screenings are Chien Wei-ssu, Lin Cheng-Sheng, Huang Yu-shan, and Sylvia Feng, the senior producer from PTS Taiwan who has been the force behind many documentary projects in Taiwan, will be available at many of the screenings for Q&A sessions. Detailed schedule for each campus can be found on the web at http://2006tff.blogspot.com. 

FILM TITLES:

Documentary Films

How High is the Mountain (2003), dir. Tang Shiang-Chu 
Jump! Boys (2005), dir. Lin Yu-Hsien 

Ocean Fever (2004), dir. Chen Long-nan

Spring – Story of Hsu Chin-yu (2003), dir. Tseng Wen-chen 

Tigerwomen Grow Wings (2005), dir. Monika Treut 

Viva Tonal – The Dance Age (2003), dir. Chien Wei-ssu, Kuo Chen-ti 
Feature Films 

Dust in the Wind (1986), dir. Hou Hsiao-hsien

Love Go Go (1997), dir. Chen Yu-Hsun

Murmur of Youth (1997), dir. Lin Cheng-sheng
Pushing Hands (1991), dir. Ang Lee

Secret Love for the Peach Blossom Land (1992), dir. Stan Lai

The Human Comedy (2001), dir. Hung Hung 

The Strait Story (2005), dir. Huang Yu-Shan 
Three Times (2005), dir. Hou Hsiao-hsien
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Asia Society is the leading global organization working to strengthen relationships and promote understanding among the people, leaders, and institutions of Asia and the United States. We seek to enhance dialogue, encourage creative expression, and generate new ideas across the fields of policy, business, education, arts, and culture. Founded in 1956, Asia Society is a nonpartisan, nonprofit educational institution with offices in Hong Kong, Houston, Los Angeles, Manila, Melbourne, Mumbai, New York, San Francisco, Shanghai, and Washington, DC. Asia Society Northern California opened in 1998 and offers some 50 public programs each year to a growing local constituency. Through art exhibitions and performances, films, lectures, panel discussions, and conferences, we present the uniqueness and diversity of Asia.

The Chuan Lyu Foundation

The Chuan Lyu Foundation is a private philanthropy created in 1986 to foster the preservation and understanding of the culture and the history of Taiwanese people. Sponsorships and grants have been awarded to various organizations and individuals promoting Taiwanese literature, culture and history. The areas of current emphasis are to promote Taiwanese cultural activities, foster people's interest and awareness in Taiwan, develop Taiwanese Study Programs in academic institutions, facilitate exchange of scholars between Taiwan and the rest of the world, and contribute to the conservation of natural resources and environment in Taiwan. Chuan Lyu Foundation is on the web at http://www.river-flow.org/.

TECO-SF (Taipei Economic and Cultural Office in San Francisco)

The Taipei Economic and Cultural Office (TECO) in San Francisco is one of 12 offices under the Washington, D.C.-based Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative Office (TECRO), Taiwan's de facto embassy in the United States. TECO-SF hopes this will be the first of many film festivals to come, promoting a better understanding of Taiwan in the United States. If you would like more information about TECO and the various divisions under its umbrella (Consular Division, Press Division, Trade Office, Tourism Division, Cultural Division, Science Division and others), please visit: www.roc-taiwan.org or www.boca.gov.tw.
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